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points of view, which were strange to his Scottish
philosophy. So years afterwards, in one of his
prelections as Principal of the Free Church Col-
lege, he referred thus to this state of things:
" For those who are not inclined to study G-erman
philosophy, I do not recommend that they should
suspend for it their ordinary readings. Their
very ignorance of the German idealism, the very
confinement of their mental philosophy to the
doctrines and metaphysics of the Scottish school,
are guarantees in themselves against the deleteri-
ous influence of these outlandish speculations. I
do recollect of some students who, before our
Disruption, were a good deal carried, as if by a
sort of fashionable infection, which might have
been seen in the phraseology of their discourses;
and who, however mortifying to one's self-love,
gave forth the symptom which I am now about
to describe, in their obvious inattention to the
lessons of the chair, as if they had only been plain
Scottish boluses, having vastly too much in them
of the homely and the commonplace to be at all
suited for these high appetencies which nothing else
can satisfy but the more exquisite and recherchS
articles of a foreign preparation; just as if we had
been serving up milk for babes instead of strong   Its  popula-
